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Editor’s notes 

I am writing this just after England have pulled off a 

magnificent win at Newlands after putting together a very 

impressive four days. Ben Stokes as ever showing what a 

quality player he is and will now probably go down as one 

of the greats worldwide.  

 

Elsewhere we celebrated the end of the decade over the 

festive period and Sillypoint has been looking back over 

the highlights. We’ve looked at eight standout moments 

that hopefully you can remember and also put together a 

world test eleven and England eleven from the last ten 

years. 

 

To continue with the nostalgia theme we’ve also looked 

back at an old PS2 cricket game that some of you might 

remember playing. Hope you all enjoy reading all this and 

more in the magazine. 

Go Well 

Sillypoint   
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England vs South Africa Classic Matches 

643 minute Atherton   

Our first offering on the list comes from the series at the 

end of 1995 in the second test at Johannesburg. Having 

conceded a first innings deficit of 138 England were set a 

target of well over 450 that before the days of 20/20 was 

totally unattainable and with the best part of two days to 

go a South African victory looked certain.  

On the close of day 4 England were four down and it was 

thought that only a monsoon could save them. The 

naysayers however didn’t bank on a mammoth stand 

between Atherton and Russell as England only lost one 

wicket on the fifth day. Atherton’s 185 not out consisted of 

492 balls in 643 minutes and the rest is history with 

Atherton returning to a jubilant dressing room. In the end 

the hosts bounced back to win the rain hit series 1-0 but 

this test match has definitely gone down in history as a 

classic. 

 

More Headingley heroics  

A classic series and a bright light towards the end of a dark 

decade for English cricket as England came back win their 

first five match series against a major team for the first 

time in a generation. Defeat at Lords left England needing 

to win the final two matches starting at Trent Bridge in the 

4
th

 match which involved the well known Atherton- Donald 

battle. Atherton pulled through and led England to victory 

and setting up a grandstand finish at Headingley. 

The low scoring finale was left on a knife edge leading into 

the fifth and final day as the visitors needed 33 to win with 

just two wickets remaining. With a full Yorkshire crowd 

behind England Darren Gough and Angus Fraser won the 

game and secured the series for England. A memorable 

series and a definite highlight of Alec Stewart’s time as 

England captain that had to be part of this list. 

 

 

The one day test 

With three days of the test ruled out as a result of the 

weather the teams arrived at Centurion for the final day of 

the tour for what looked like a certain drawn test match. 

The first sign of things not being quite as they should in the 

England camp was when the South African captain Hansie 

Cronje approached Alec Stewart on the stairs up to the 

dressing room at Centurion asking him about the possibility 

of setting up a match.  

In the end South Africa declared their first innings under 

the proviso that England would declare theirs and South 

Africa their second innings too, following so far? This was 

the first time that any international side had forfeited an 

innings in test match cricket and resulted in a generous 

target of 249. England strolled to a comfortable victory 

unaware of what had really taken place in the murky 

underworld of match fixing. In the aftermath of the match 

Hansie Cronje admitted to accepting a bribe in order to 

force a result. 

 

The forgotten 2005 series 

Coming into the fourth test out of five with the two teams 

locked in at 1-1 the high scoring series looked set to 

produce another draw when South Africa just needed to 

bat out 68 overs batting last. This was after Strauss, 

Trescothick and Gibbs had made big hundreds earlier in the 

match on a good pitch. 

The unsung hero of the famous four bowling attack 

Mathew Hoggard was the man to lead England to victory on 

that famous fifth evening. His seventh wicket wrapped up 

victory for England with around eight overs to spare and 

ensured they couldn’t lose the series. That series was an 

important stepping stone and gave them belief that they 

could beat Australia later in the year. I wonder what 

happened in the summer of 2005 because you don’t hear 

much about it? 

 

A teary farewell 

Post 2005 things hadn’t really gone to plan as senior players 

lost form or couldn’t get fit and as a result the team’s 

results just weren’t up to scratch. In the 2008 series the 

two sides went to Edgbaston in the third match with South 

Africa one up after an excellent performance at Headingley 

the previous week.  

It’s hard to put the entire Birmingham test into a couple of 

paragraphs as so much happened during it but after a poor 

first effort with the bat from England, a Flintoff vs Kallis 

special, a Collingwood career saving century and a 
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Pietersen fight back South Africa were set just short of 300 

to win.  

Graeme Smith played one of the best knocks in test history 

after he anchored the run chase to victory. South African 

batsmen have talked about since Smith having very glazed 

eyes because of the focus he was showing in pursuit of a 

first series victory in England since readmission. 

The following day in a highly emotional press conference 

Michael Vaughan England’s most successful captain stood 

down. At the time he stated he was gearing up to play more 

cricket for England but sadly it wasn’t to be as the 

Edgbaston encounter would be his last.  

 

Nine, Ten, Bunny 

Graham Onions having already saved the first test at 

Centurion when England were nine down was required to 

do it again two tests later in Cape Town. With England 

leading the series all they had to do was bat just over four 

sessions in order to avoid defeat in the series. In the middle 

of the fifth day the draw looked the most likely outcome as 

Ian Bell and brigadier block himself Paul Collingwood was 

seemingly taking their side to a draw. 

After the tea break however panic transcended through the 

English ranks as South Africa got on a role and suddenly 

another Onions rearguard was needed. The more 

competent with the bat Swann was stranded at the other 

end for the final over as Morkel through everything he had 

at the Durham man. Eventually Onions saw it out and his 

batting heroics on the tour ensured England got away with 

a drawn series. 

 

You won’t like me when I’m angry 

The series in 2012 turned out to be a battle for the world 

number one ranking spot as the two best teams in the 

world at the time went head to head. A Hashim Amla triple 

century had put the visitors one up in the series and their 

all singing and dancing bowling line up looked destined to 

tear apart England the following week at Headingley. 

That was until a certain Mr Pietersen played one of the best 

counter attacking innings you are likely to see. At one stage 

Smith turned to Steyn to try and bring some control but 

after a couple of overs of carnage Smith was left with little 

option but to remove the best bowler for a generation from 

the attack.  

In the aftermath of the innings things turned for Pietersen 

in a bad way as stories of dressing room disharmony and 

text messages started to surface. South Africa won the 

series 2-0 but that afternoon in Leeds will always be 

remembered for that knock. 

 

Fastest double hundred 

With South Africa in a little bit of turmoil with the mid-

series change of captain England and in particular Ben 

Stokes took their opportunity to pounce. On a flat looking 

pitch at Cape Town England were starting to make a bit of a 

mess of their first innings until Bairstow and especially 

Stokes came to the middle. 

It was on the second morning that suddenly Stokes started 

to explode and fire the ball to all parts of the ground. He 

completed the second fastest double century in test cricket 

of just 167 balls as South Africa just didn’t know where to 

bowl to him. His innings consisted of 30 fours and 11 sixes 

and will forever be remembered by anyone who saw it. 

Batting with him was Bairstow who managed to score his 

maiden hundred in an emotional moment which saw him 

look to the sky.  

South Africa did manage to save the game by batting long 

themselves but for one week Newlands belonged to one 

man only. Later in the series Stuart Broad went on an 

impressive spell of 5-1 to secure a 2-1 series victory for 

England.    
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England vs South Africa 1st Test match 

South Africa 284 & 272 

England 181 & 168 

South Africa wins by 107 runs 

 

1. Even a Kolpak drained South Africa can beat England. 

Due to the relatively low value of the Rand the appeal for South African cricketers to head abroad and play county 

cricket is too much. This has meant not only experienced players who have retired from international cricket leaving 

their homeland but also players in the prime of their careers turning to county cricket on a Kolpak deal.  

Despite this current South African team however being depleted on different levels because of it they still managed 

to put 4 decent days together to beat England in the boxing day test. Some of the younger players who wouldn’t 

have been anywhere near the side if Kolpak’s didn’t exist really showed their full potential. 

Du Plessis may still think how good his team might be if after Philander and Rabada he could call upon Abbott and 

Duanne Olivier. Still South Africa must put every Kolpak deal that comes along behind them and focus on the here 

and now. As for England could they cope if six or seven members of the squad signed for overseas counties? 

 

  2. If England loose the series Root’s captaincy maybe under serious threat.  

Let’s be honest Root’s captaincy was under threat after performances in 2019 that were way below where they want 

to be. England post The Ashes made all the right sounds about building for the next one in two years and switching 

focus back to the test squad which probably did buy them some leeway with fans and the media. 

Defeat however in New Zealand has stirred the pot again and now surely Root can’t afford to lose here in South 

Africa. His dilemma is double sided in that Root has always been a better batsmen then captain and is therefore 

more valuable without the captaincy, and also now Rory Burns a Championship winning captain is starting to find his 

feet in the international setup. It will be interesting to see how things play out but if England loose here then the last 

series they’ve won will remain Sri Lanka 2018.  

3. It was less than ideal preparation for the bowlers which may excuse their 

performance. 

England second time round didn’t bowl particularly well and missed out on bowling the required length of bowling 

the channel on around fourth stump. The South African bowlers did this much better and grabbed the game for their 

side which set up victory.  

The sickness bug that was going around the England camp before and during the match wouldn’t of course help the 

situation. One of their premier fast bowlers in Stuart Broad reportedly spent six days leading up to the Test Match in 

bed and then there is of course the very sad story of Ben Stokes’s father being in intensive care. Root wouldn’t have 
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wanted to publically blame their performance on these massive mitigating circumstances but there is no way they 

didn’t have a detrimental effect on them.  

 

 

4. 20-2, Root fiddles at a wide one, mini middle order collapse, Bairstow gets 

bowled and Buttler is stranded. 

Really what can I say that hasn’t been said before? The first innings at Centurion was the same old story and the 

continuation of the repeated dismissals that have dogged English cricket for a few years now.  

Right now it looks like the biggest reason for the poor displays are confidence in themselves and belief that there’re 

better batsmen then the opposition are bowlers. Secondly a knowhow of how to go about constructing a long 

innings as the amount of test hundreds is almost at an all time low with barely any 150+ scores. This problem may 

rumble on for a while as there aren’t any quick fixes. 

 

5. That pitch was a belter, take note New Zealand. 

Those of you who follow SillyPoint on Twitter will know that I took quite a big issue with the New Zealand’s pitches in 

the recent series with England. One commentator said the pitch at The Bay Oval for the first test in New Zealand was 

“perfect” as the first four days were like vegetables on a child’s plate, something that had to be “endured” before 

the fifth day being like a dessert.  

What utter rubbish. No wonder test cricket is on its knees globally if that kind of thinking is being bandied about by 

paid professional commentators. You’re never going to be able to sell cricket if your plan is to make people ENDURE 

4/5 of the product. 

The pitch in South Africa was perfect, it had a bit in for everyone and more importantly it rewarded good cricket. In 

New Zealand the pitches were so low and slow that even if the bowlers bowled well they probably wouldn’t be able 

to take wickets and if the batsmen hit it off the middle it would have probably trickled to cover. In England we get 

conditions just about right and are rewarded with big crowds, that’s no surprise. This week at Centurion was also 

proof that you can get interesting conditions with a kookaburra ball, take not New Zealand and Australia who have 

been guilty in the past of producing poor pitches. 

 

  6. I really love the brass band at South African grounds, but could they not 

learn to all play the same song.   

Now I love people who are passionate about cricket and especially test cricket so I will not for one minute criticise or 

hate upon the brass band in the stands in South Africa. I love the atmosphere that they bring to the ground and how 

they help open the game up to other people rather than just old men in funny looking suits. 

That said however when they strike up in between overs it does rather sound like they’re all individually playing 

completely different songs. If they could all learn to play the same song at the same time that would be lovely.  
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England vs South Africa 2nd Test match 

England 269 & 391-8dec 

South Africa 223 & 248 

England wins by 189 runs 

 

1. The bedrock of everything that went right for England started with Dom 

Bess 

What a world class spinner offers a team are control and the ability to hold up an end as well as being able to take 

wickets depending on the game situation. The last England spinner who was able to marry the two ends up was 

Graeme Swann until his elbow gave way. Since then Moen Ali has been England’s main choice however despite 

having a more then decent strike rate he has found it hard to hold up an end and keep the runs down when 

required.  

At Cape Town due to a handy piece of fortune Dom Bess found himself playing in the 2nd test match. With one end 

producing wickets for the seamers Bess was able to do what England hadn’t been able in a long time which is hold 

down one end and build pressure. This made captaincy so much easier for Root by helping him rotate the seamers 

from the other end which in turn helped them bowl better. If Bess had struggled just imagine the headache that 

would have given Root by making him bring back Anderson and Broad from the wrong end. Well done Dom Bess. 

 

2. Dom Sibley could be a real rock in England’s top order 

In the talking points of the last match I bemoaned the continuation of the same old story when it came to England’s 

batting, however here at Cape Town at last it was a different story. Now I know it was only one innings so we 

shouldn’t get to carried away but Sibley is the type of player that England have been missing. 

So what his technique isn’t much to look at, Alastair Cook’s was the same and no one complained when he was 220 

not out at Brisbane. Sibley’s ability to bat time and take up balls in order to wear of the affects of the new ball could 

be invaluable to the likes of Stokes, Buttler and Curran. Hopefully that century was the first of many. 

 

3. I’m still not entirely convinced by 5 day test matches, sorry 

I can already hear your response of “did you not see last week though, how can you not say five days works?” To 

that I say I did see the test, I saw ten thousand England fans compared with very little home support. The reasons 

why four day test cricket was doing the rounds this week won’t have been resolved because of this test. The idea 

may go away for a while and incubate but it will resurface again.  

Those of you are unsure of the problems here’s a few; empty stands, low TV ratings, audience mainly an ageing one, 

players choosing other forms of cricket, Kolpak deals, doesn’t make enough money to stage, no clear league system, 
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played at the wrong time of day and not competitive enough between bat and ball. Unless we start to fix some of 

these problems prepare for the four day debate to come around again. 

 

4. Stokes really is something special 

Ok we already knew this after his amazing 2019 but I feel it just needs to be said again. The speed in which he scored 

his second innings runs gave England the opportunity to bowl South Africa out on a docile pitch. Then his bowling 

exploits at the end of the match when every other fast bowler was physically done he came in and finished the 

game.  

During the presentation at the end when he was awarded the man of the match award was where we really saw his 

maturity come through. Would the Ben Stokes of pre-Bristol have been so keen to show off Dom Sibley and demand 

he be given the award? I’m not so sure. 

 I think the unsavoury incident two years ago really stopped Stokes in his tracks and made him question where he 

was going with his career. Looking from a far it doesn’t appear to be massive great personality changes he’s made 

but more subtle differences to the way he goes about his business. Thankfully for himself and all of us watching he 

came out the other end seemingly to be a better player and person because of it.   
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Next Month’s SillyPoint Magazine 

 

-England’s opening woes 

 

 

-The Edge Film Review 

 

 

-South Africa vs England 3rd & 4th Test Matches 
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-Thinking outside the box with The Ashes 

 

 

Download from Sillypoint’s website from February 15th 
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Test Team Of The Decade 

Alastair Cook  

An opening batsman who played for the majority 

of the decade and who was on the top of his 

game for four and half years of it. His notable 

standout performances must be his incredible 

2010/11 Ashes campaign, 3 centuries in a 

victorious away tour of India, twice Ashes 

winning captain and his 4 mammoth double 

hundreds.   

His consistency at the top of the order over the 

last ten years ensures his place on the eleven. His 

contribution’s away as well as at home making 

him a standout candidate for the first opening 

spot. In a decade of white ball cricket taking over 

and the perception of techniques crumbling 

under the international scrutiny as a result Cook’s 

for the most part has stood firm.     

 

Kane Williamson 

Ok I can already hear the cacophony of noise 

coming from people telling me that Williamson is 

no opening batsmen but I’m not for a second 

going to drop one of my middle order to fit in 

another opener. I’ve sacrificed Williamson out of 

said middle order not because he is the weakest 

but because I feel his technique is the most 

organised and with his soft hands he will do well 

against a potentially swinging new ball.   

In the second half of the decade Williamson has 

secured himself a role in the so called big four 

due to his impressive record worldwide. Under 

his command the New Zealand side has built on 

the solid foundations laid by his predecessor 

McCullum and become a much more consistent 

winning outfit in all forms. 

 

Virat Kohli 

If this guy isn’t your number three well then 

you’re just wrong, plain and simple. His ability in 

all forms for me puts him as the world’s best 

batsmen beating the likes of Smith and 

Williamson. His standout performances from the 

decade include his 692 runs against Australia in 

2014/15, 593 runs against England in 2018 and 

being part of the World Cup winning side in 2011 

in the one day format. 

His superstar status in world cricket brings 

another dynamic to the global game especially 

when India is in town. The pressure to perform 

that Kohli faces on an almost daily basis is so 

much more than any other player has to deal 

with right now. That’s why he really is king Kohli. 

 

Steve Smith 

The man who at the start of the decade came 

into the Australian team to raise the morale 
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around Australian cricket because of his striking 

resemblance to Shane Warne is ending it as one 

of the best test batsmen of all time. During the 

Perth ashes test in 2013 Smith decided a good 

way to combat being peppered by the England 

attack he would step over to the off-side and play 

the ball towards the leg-side. 

This mid-innings coaching session turned Smith 

into one of the most stubborn batsmen to 

remove as he in affect does away with the 

famous corridor of uncertainty. Yes ok there was 

the ball tampering episode but his mammoth 

ashes series’ in the second half of the decade 

have ensured his place on this team. 

 

Joe Root 

Now I know some of you may say Root hasn’t 

been that good recently but let’s not forget this is 

a team of the decade and Root is a guy who has 

averaged over 50 for the most part playing 

predominantly in English conditions.  

His high scoring ashes series in 2015 when the 

Aussie batters were disintegrated is obviously a 

standout performance; however others such as 

hundreds in Johannesburg or double against 

Pakistan definitely earn him a place in the team. 

Out of the big four he probably comes fourth but 

he’s defiantly included though. 

 

 

Ben Stokes 

Well as we know every good side needs an all-

rounder and Stokes has been the best one since 

Kallis the previous decade. He burst onto the 

scene with his maiden century at the WACA in his 

first series as a test player and has rarely looked 

back since.  

South African bowlers probably still wake up in 

the night screaming about Stokes carving them 

over the Newlands fence time and again after his 

fantastic double century there in 2016. At time 

also he’s been equally affective for his country 

with the ball in hand as his action lends itself 

nicely to swinging the ball late at pace.  

 

AB de Villiers 

There were two choices facing me about who 

should be my wicketkeeper batsmen in the team 

AB or Kumar Sangakkara. At one point in the first 

half of the decade these two were the two best 

batsmen in the test arena but in the end I went 

with the special x-factor talent that is the South 

African. 

Despite his recent turbulent time with his 

national side it should not distract from the 

quality career the man has had. He was a key part 

of the South African side that took England’s 

number one spot in 2012 with his ability to score 

freely all around the wicket. 
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Mitchell Johnson 

Mitchell Johnson maybe the only player to make 

the team who wasn’t consistently performing 

throughout the decade. In fact Johnson only gets 

in this team because of his exploits in one 

particular series and I’m sure you don’t need 

reminding which one. 

In the 2013/14 Ashes one of the great sporting 

comebacks was made by a man who had basically 

been laughed of a cricket field three years earlier. 

With unforgiving pace of over 90mph aimed at 

English heads Mitchell Johnson picked up a 

staggering 38 wickets in five tests and took apart 

English cricket in a matter of weeks. 

 

Dale Steyn 

One of only a few players who could probably 

walk into any team of the decade from any 

previous era. His mix of pace and late swing made 

him a tricky customer for batsmen to deal with 

and because of it spent long periods of time as 

the number one bowler in the world. 

Taking his 439 wickets at 22 a piece shows the 

consistency of the man who lead a fearsome 

attack under Graeme Smith’s captaincy which 

went to number one in 2012. Eventually calling 

time on his test career Steyn finishes as South 

Africa’s all time leading wicket taker. 

Graeme Swann 

England’s greatest spinner to ever play the game, 

at least in the modern era. His ability to attack 

and defend depending on the conditions or the 

match situation made him the key cog of an 

impressive four man attack for England. 

Between making his debut in 2008 and retiring at 

the end of 2013 no other bowler worldwide took 

more test wickets then Swann. There is no 

coincidence that the times when England were 

beaten most notably 2012 against South Africa or 

2013/14 to Australia that Swann tended to have a 

poor series.  

 

James Anderson 

The only man on the list to be pretty near the top 

of his game throughout the whole decade. James 

Anderson is like a fine wine which just gets better 

with age as the bowler we’ve seen in the last two 

years has been the best incarnation of him ever. 

Like all great bowlers Anderson is a great thinker 

of the game and has many different ways of 

taking wickets in a variety of conditions. Yes 

obviously his performances at home have been 

exceptional and at times unplayable but it’s his 

away performances that are especially 

impressive. Whether it be the ability to literally 

go for no runs and dry up one end, reverse swing 

the old ball or bowl accurately at the stumps 

Anderson has it all in his locker.  
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Moments Of The Decade 

England vs South Africa, 2012 

At the start of the decade the two best teams 

were England and South Africa by some distance 

and in a rather neat twist of fate those two teams 

played each other in the summer of 2012 for the 

number one spot. In the first test South Africa 

romped to an easy innings victory with a special 

batting performance from their number three in 

Hashim Amla who scored a triple century.  

In response England dropped one of their key 

men in Graeme Swann for the following test at 

Headingley. With England battling with the bat to 

stay in the series in stepped their South African 

born talisman Kevin Pietersen who hit one of the 

finest hundreds ever by an English player. The 

match finished in a dramatic draw but what 

followed in the press conference began a very 

dark path for English cricket. 

Pietersen announced that the match at Lords 

could be his final game for England and what 

later followed were stories about text messages 

and dressing room disharmony. England were left 

with no option but to drop Pietersen for the final 

match which South Africa won on a dramatic fifth 

evening.  

 

Mitchell Johnson’s Ashes 

redemption, 2013/14 

I’m sure most England fans occasionally have the 

Mitchell Johnson song going round their heads 

and according to the man himself so did he when 

he trudged off the field at the end of the previous 

series down under. Therefore when the left-arm 

quick was selected for the series at the end of 

2013 most of the travelling English support 

probably rubbed their hands together with glee 

at the prospect of some more Johnson bashing. 

Oh how wrong they were. 

On the second afternoon Mitchell Johnson tore in 

and almost single handily bowled England out for 

120 which would be the theme of the series. With 

a moustache that wouldn’t be out of place in a 

German adult film he destroyed everything 

England had been trying to build over a five year 

period. No matter when the match was being 

staged; Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, Melbourne and 

Sydney they all become Mitchell Johnson’s stage 

for seven weeks. 

 

Cricket World Cup semi final, 

2015 

On a damp evening in Auckland two teams who 

had never won the World Cup before slogged it 

out in one of the greatest nights of CWC history. 

With the game reduced to 43 overs a side South 

Africa made a good fist of it by setting the joint 

hosts 298 to win and make the journey to 

Melbourne.  

The kiwi skipper McCullum got his side of to a 

roaring start with a quick fire fifty but South 

Africa did manage to fight their way back 

throughout the innings. The match seemed at 

various moments to be going towards either side 

but with five needed of just two balls Grant Elliot 

hit Steyn into the grandstand. The cricket world 

cup over the years hasn’t produced enough 

standout moments like its football counterpart 

but this was certainly one of them. 
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Sandpapergate, 2018      

With a feisty series and Newlands test match 

between two old foes in South Africa and 

Australia finely poised the visitors decided to use 

a “one of” tactic by applying sandpaper to the 

ball. Captain Steve Smith said it was Warner who 

told the junior player of Bancroft to apply the 

substance to the ball in order to try and produce 

some reverse swing.  

When the TV pictures caught Bancroft carry out 

the act the whole cricketing world went into 

meltdown. Everyone had an opinion and the big 

question that was hanging over the Australians 

was had they tried it before? Reports later 

followed of a team running riot with no respect 

for the game or their opposition, heads had to 

roll. In the two years since Australian cricket has 

tried to put the whole sorry saga behind them 

with some success but most cricket fans can 

remember where they were when they saw 

Bancroft stuff the famous piece of sandpaper 

down his trousers. 

 

2019 Cricket World Cup Final 

I probably don’t need to write too much about 

this as I’m sure everyone who reads this is aware 

of what happened. Obviously the key moments of 

the last hour are; Boult stepping on the rope, the 

deflected six runs that perhaps should have been 

five, the super over and finally England winning 

the world cup. 

After all the drama which had unfolded on 

terrestrial TV for the first time in 14 years cricket 

felt cool again as the papers splashed pictures of 

Eoin Morgan’s men all over their front covers. 

Kids wanted to be the next Ben Stokes and radio 

phone in shows was asking where you were when 

Jos Buttler removed the bails. A day surely no 

England fan will ever forget.  

 

2019’s famous test wins 

In 2019 there were two remarkable victories for 

Sri Lanka and England in very similar 

circumstances as both teams were nine down 

when the winning runs were scored. For Sri Lanka 

Perera made 153 not out to take his side home 

whilst Ben Stokes smashed 135 not out for 

England. 

The unsung heroes however have to be Fernando 

and Jack Leach who both times had to go out and 

hold at bay two fast paced attacks looking for 

blood. Usually once a year you hope to have a 

test match that comes down to the wire which 

has you feeling sick with nerves but because 2019 

was such a special year we had two. 

 

A special return to Pakistan, 

2019 

It was over ten years since the last test match to 

be played in Pakistan since the attacks on the Sri 

Lankan team bus. With just a few months 

however of this decade to go Sri Lanka returned 

to Pakistan for a two test match series. Despite 

most of the match being washed out it was still a 

worthy occasion of the decade and a fantastic 

note to finish on.  Hopefully this can kick start 

many other tours to the nation that enjoys cricket 

so much.     
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Thinking outside the box 

We are forever hearing commentators and fans talking about how slow over rates are 

now and what a shame it      is that overs are lost at the end of each day. A way I thought 

of speeding up test cricket without bowling any less deliveries would be to bowl five 

overs from one end at a time. This would mean less time spent changing the field, 

messing about with site screens or taking drinks. 

After the five overs TV could go for its ad break and the players and umpires would 

switch round as they do now. How much time could that possibly save? It may mean you 

could start a good hour or more later and still finish at the same time making cricket 

more accessible for fans. New people to the game wouldn’t think test cricket is like 

watching paint dry as less time would be taken by players just standing around.  

What do you think of this idea; if you don’t like it have you got another way to speed up 

the game? 

 

Blast from the past 

Some of you who are familiar with the world of computer games may well remember EA 

Cricket 2004. This was a game which took the tradition and pace of cricket and put it on a 

screen for fans to play in a way that hadn’t really been done before. 

Sure looking back now in the year 2020 it has its rough edges for instance the players look 

like they’ve been hit a few times in the face with a shovel and it can be quite difficult to 

bowl six balls exactly where you want it but whose counting. 

The unconfined joy of when your Nasser Hussain and you middle one out of a ground 

which does actually look like it did in 2004 is almost worth the cost alone. In the 

commentary box you hear the two highly scripted and pieced together voices of Richie 

Benaud and Jim Maxwell both of which complete the experience of 2004 PS2 gaming.  

So why not dust your old PS2 down and crack open the old cricket game and listen to 

Richie’s voice change tone with every word or smack a century with your favourite player 

from 15 years ago. Just one word of advice, don’t tell people you’re going home to play it.      
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If you like SillyPoint’s magazines or 

articles and want to support us then 

please feel free to buy us a KO-FI at 

 

 

 

KO-FI.com/Sillypoint 

 

 

 

 

Or Follow the link to KO-FI on our 

website. 

 

 

 

 

Your support enables us to produce 

higher quality videos and magazines 

 

 

 

 

Cheers 

Go Well  
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Fun and Games 

1. What links all these England players? 

Prior, Strauss, Jennings, Trott, Cook.  

 

2. Which former international player is this anagram? 

chidmagistral 

 

3. What comes fourth in this list? 

Hoggard, Ramprakash, Wright. 

 

Answers at the bottom 

Meme of the Month 

 

 

 

  

  
Answers 

1. They all a made a 

century on debut. 

2. Adam Gilchrist  

3. John Snow- 

Mathew, Mark, Luke, 

John  
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Thanks For 
Reading 


